
 

CITY OF SALISBURY 
P.O. BOX 479, SALISBURY, NC 28145-0479 

 

April 15, 2004 

 

Subject: The Land Development Ordinance Committee      

The Land Development Ordinance Committee (LDOC) met Thursday, April 15, 2004 in 
the Council Chamber at City Hall to discuss rewriting Salisbury’s ordinance code.  In 
attendance were Karen Alexander, George Busby, John Casey, Steve Fisher, Ronald 
Fleming, Rodney Queen, Jeff Smith, Dee Dee Wright, Diane Young, Craig Lewis (The 
Lawrence Group) and from the public Gail Cunningham.  
 
Staff  Present – Janet Gapen, Dan Mikkelson, Diana Moghrabi, Joe Morris, David 
Phillips, Harold Poole, Patrick Ritchie, John Vest, Steve Weatherford 
 
The meeting was called to order, with Joe Morris presiding.  The minutes from the  
April 1 meeting were accepted as written. Members had received revised Chapters 16, 17 
and 18 at the beginning of the week by email or picked up at the LM&D office.  Staff had 
reviewed Chapters 16 and 17.  Chapter 18 will be discussed at the next meeting, which is 
expected to be May 20.  
 
George Busby was welcomed as an official member of the LDOC, having been appointed 
by the City Council at their April 6 meeting. 
 
Today’s discussion:   
 
Craig Lewis began with a closing on Chapter 16.  Members pointed out some minor 
discrepancies; but in general, this chapter was cut and pasted from General Statute.  The   
point was made that in the future, Planning Board will be able to do more planning.  Joe 
Morris expects that the 12 members will be kept busy working on small area plans. Items 
not covered on Planning Board in this section are covered in the board’s Rules of 
Procedures. 
 
Dan Mikkelson discussed TRC, and advised the members that legal counsel has informed 
staff that it is against NC Statute to have Planning Board and Council members involved 
in a day-to-day process.  They could come to the TRC meetings, but they could not vote. 
 
For clarification, Rodney Queen made a motion to maintain two members of the Planning 
Board and two members of City Council on the TRC as non-voting members. After 
discussion a vote was called with seven voting AYE and two voting NAY.  Those voting 
NAY were George Busby and Dee Dee Wright. 



 
The second paragraph of chapter 17.2 was addressed as a placeholder.  There will be a 
detailed discussion in the future. Steve Fisher requested some flexibility on this issue and 
cited examples whereby flexibility was sensible.   
 
Chapter 17.3 is mostly taken from General Statutes.  Members would like to address the 
possibility of neighborhood meetings with developers prior to Planning Board. Good 
discussion ensued and members asked how the public would be notified of the future 
“rezoning.”  Joe Morris said that anyone who is “down-zoned” will be notified by direct 
mail.  Other residents and property owners will be targeted through a media blitz.   
 
The discussion then moved to certificate of occupancy, and was followed by a discussion 
on the issue of backflow prevention.  It is anticipated that Council will appoint a 
committee, which may include LDOC and HPC (Historic Preservation Commission), to 
study the latter. 
 
When discussing the ZBA (Zoning Board of Adjustment) it was noted that standards are 
in place and training may be necessary for members of that board. 
 
17.9 is a placeholder for design standards. 
 
The issue of “creeping” warrants future discussion. 
 
Because of upcoming conflicts for City Staff, the next time LDOC can meet will be May 
20.  If there is any change in this date members will be advised.  The public workshop 
will probably be moved to June. 

  
 
The next committee meeting will be May 20, 2004 at 4:30 p.m. in the City Council 
Chamber at City Hall. 
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